It is well established that people today are spending more time indoors than ever before [ I ] 
It is well established that people today are spending more time indoors than ever before [ I ] with some spending more than 80% of their lifetime indoors [2] . If [2] [3] [4] . Although a key factor, pollutant exposure constitutes only one characteristic of the modern indoor environment. Other emerging factors that are just as important [5, 6] [3, 7] . Today [ 1, 9] . This is due, in part, because of the rapidity of change in recent times and the expansion of our modern society that have occurred alongside the increase of several chronic diseases including asthma, diabetes and obesity.
The combination of inactivity [6] , physical factors [10, 11] and exposure to both natural [3] and made-made pollutants [ 12] in the indoor and built environment is termed here 'urban toxicology'. Although the topics taken individually are not new, their combination and configuration in the modern world is novel and has had little exploration and attention in the scientific literature. The greater concern about chronic low dose toxicology [2, 13] , with increasing knowledge of, for example, radon [ 13] and pesticides used on lawns [14, 15] Most if not all of modern urbanisation involves creation of indoor and built environments together with many conveniences of living and luxuries previously unknown. But with this 'progress' there has also been created environmental (e.g. radon) [3] , occupational (e.g. asbestos) [20] and public health problems (e.g. obesity) [5] surroundings. What a difficult but challenging design problem this will be for environmental scientists and engineers. However, the survival of many will depend on success in answering current problems.
Finally, when I was watching a syndicated show on television some time ago the question to the panel was raised 'What will be the greatest issue facing man 50 to 100 years from now?' Their answer given was the 'envi-
